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The Meeting Will Come to Order
A Voter’s Guide to Vermont Town Meeting Procedure

Since 1762, Town Meeting has been the basic system of governance for Vermont 
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Getting Articles on the Warning 
The warning for Town Meeting is prepared by the se-
lectboard; it includes articles proposed by the board that 
deal with town business. Sometimes articles suggested 
by individual townspeople will be included on the warn-
ing; otherwise, voters may petition to have articles added 
to the warning for consideration at the Town Meeting (as 
long as the subjects of the articles are not illegal, frivo-
lous, or beyond the authority of the electorate). Petitions 
must be signed by 5 percent of the voters on the check-
list, and the town clerk must receive petitions at least 
forty calendar days before Town Meeting. 

A petition should begin with the statement, “We, the un-
dersigned voters of the town, hereby petition the select-
board to add the following article to the warning for the 
annual meeting:.” This statement should appear on each 
page of the petition. 

Examples of articles that might be added to the warn-
ing by petition include a request for an appropriation for 
a social service organization, a proposal to change the 
size of the selectboard, a request that the delinquent-tax 
collector be put on salary in lieu of fees, or a recom-
mendation that budgets be voted by Australian ballot in 
the future. A petitioned article might set a time for Town 
Meeting to begin, change the location of the town polling 
Ĭą°ÉÓʙˉÉï°ČéÓˉĻïÓˉĻēŕČˉèįēċˉ°ˉÉ°ąÓČÏ°įˉĻēˉ°ˉŢĳÉ°ąˉŗÓ°įʙˉ
or require the town plan to be approved by the electorate 
rather than the selectboard.

Petitions may also cover political subjects of interest to 
petitioners, but must do so in an advisory way. For exam-
ple, an article might suggest that the electorate support 
or oppose a particular bill, urge the legislature to adopt 
or prohibit something, or send a message to the governor, 
the president, or even the United Nations, expressing 
its position on a particular issue. The Vermont Supreme 
Court has ruled that these petitions are allowed solely at 
the discretion of the selectboard or school board.

 ēČˀĻˉŕ°ĳĻÓˉŗēŀįˉĻóċÓˉĻįŗóČéˉĻēˉįÓċēŔÓˉ°ˉĬŀÈąóÉˉēèŢÉÓįˉēįˉ
to restrain the school board from entering into a contract 
with teachers by a petitioned vote. Some things voters 
simply don’t have the authority to do. 

Make sure your petition has a place for each voter’s 
signature and printed name and address. Get plenty of 
signatures (in addition to the minimum) to ensure that a 
ĳŀèŢÉóÓČĻˉČŀċÈÓįˉēèˉČ°ċÓĳˉēČˉŗēŀįˉĬÓĻóĻóēČˉ°įÓˉąÓéóĻó-
mate voters on the checklist and that the petition will 
survive a challenge by the town. 

Elections 
Z°Čŗˉĳċ°ąąÓįˉ¢ÓįċēČĻˉĻēŕČĳˉĳĻóąąˉÓąÓÉĻˉēèŢÉÓįĳˉèįēċˉ
ĻïÓˉţēēįˉ°Ļˉ�ēŕČˉZÓÓĻóČéʘˉ�ïóĳˉĬįēÉÓĳĳˉÈÓéóČĳˉŕóĻïˉ°Čˉ
°įĻóÉąÓˉĻï°ĻˉąóĳĻĳˉĻïÓˉĬēĳóĻóēČĳˉĻēˉÈÓˉŢąąÓÏʘ

�ĳŀ°ąąŗˉĻïÓˉÓąÓÉĻóēČˉēèˉ°ˉċēÏÓį°ĻēįˉóĳˉĻïÓˉŢįĳĻˉēįÏÓįˉēèˉ
business at Town Meeting; the moderator sometimes steps 
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Basic Parliamentary Motions

Proper Amendments
Remember that a Town Meeting can’t take up an issue unless it is warned. The same general principle applies to 
amendments. You can’t take an article to buy a truck and amend it to buy a road grader, because the amendment 
raises a subject that hasn’t been warned. For the same reason, you can’t convert an article to raise money by taxes 
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The Vermont Institute for Government 
ʯ¢C9ʰˉóĳˉ°ˉČēČĬįēŢĻˉēįé°ČóŞ°ĻóēČˉ

dedicated to ensuring that government 

http://www.vtinstituteforgovt.org

